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SUB J : CIV AIR: CLEARANCE FOR FLYING TIGER CHARTER FLIGHT 
REF: STATE 61437 (NOTAL) 

1. DGCA ADVISED EMBOFF ON MARCH 28 THAT PERMISSION DENIED FOR 
REFTEL FLYING TIGER FLIGHT. IRAN AIR OBJECTED THAT IT IN POSITION 
TO CARRY THIS CARGO. PLS ADVISE FLYING TIGER. 

2. FYI: EMBOFF HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH DGCA ON THIS CLEARANCE SINCE 
MARCH 25, DAY EMBASSY RECEIVED FLYING TIGER TELEGRAM REQUESTING 
PERMISSION. MATTER COMPLICATED BY ABSENCE MOST DGCA OFFICIALS IN 
CONNECTION WITH NOW RUZ HOLIDAYS. CONVERSATIONS WITH LOWER LEVEL 
DGCA OFFICIALS AND WITH DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR ABOLMAALI MADE CLEAR 
THAT IRAN AIR, AS USUAL. WAS PROBLEM. FINALLY ON AFTERNOON MARCH 

28 ABOLMAALI TOLD EMBOFF THAT PERMISSION DENIED ON GROUNDS THAT 
IRAN AIR ABLE TO HANDLE; HE ALSO STATED THAT IRAN AIR IS NOW 
INSISTING THAT CARGO CONSIGNED TO IRANIAN GOVERNMANT AGENCIES 
SHOULD BE CARRIED BY OR "THROUGH" IRAN AIR. AS WE HAVE DON IN 
THE PAST EMBOFF OBJECTED TO THIS TREATMENT OF US AIRLINES AND 
REMINDED ABOLMAALI OF CAB'S PAST GENEROSITY IN GRANTING IRAN AIR 
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HAD HAD MORE TIME, HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GET IRAN AIR TO 
BACK DOWN (WE KNOW HE AND OTHERS IN DGCA HAVE SUCCEEDED IN THE 
PAST IN THIS). ABOLMAALI SAID HE HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM ADMINISTRATOR ARBABI ON THIS MATTER. 

3. EMBOFF OBJECTED TO FACT THAT IRAN AIR REP IN US HAD CONTACTED 
FLYING TIGER WITH INFO ON TURNDOWN. ABOLMAALI AGREED THIS WAS NOT 
WAY TO HANDLE MATTER AND SAID HE WOULD WRITE "STRONG" LETTER TO 
IRAN AIR ON THAT POINT (PRIVATELY WE DOUBT HE WILL). 

4. SUGGEST CIRCUMSTANCES TURNDOWN BE BROUGHT TO ARBABI'S ATTENTION 
AND ALSO TO CAB'S. WE HAVE SUBMITTED REQUEST FOR SEPARATE FLYING 
TIGER FLIGHT APRIL 6. WILL ADVISE. 

HELMS 
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